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1. Claims 62, 64, 76, 79, 85, 87 and 90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 76, 79, 85, 87 and 90 
contain the term "in particular" while claims 62 and 64 contain the term "preferably". It is 
unclear as to whether or not the phrases which follow these terms serve to further limit 
these claims. Clarification is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 51-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shimizu et al. (5,753,174) in view of Wittwer et al. (4,673,438). Shimizu et al. disclose 
or suggest the basic claimed method for manufacturing products in a mold, the products 
including a first and second mass comprising natural polymars (note the embodiment in 
which a biodegradable plastic is injected into a mold, as disclosed at column 9, lines 48- 
52, coupled with the injection of chitosan as a functional means, as disclosed at column 
8, line 64), wherein the products are manufactured by bringing masses into or through a 
mold and the masses are heated in the mold, the material composition is influenced 
such that the material properties of the first and second masses are different from one 
another and the first and second masses are adjoining. Shimizu et al. appear not to 
teach crosslinking of the natural polymers, but such is taught by Wittwer et al. at column 
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12, lines 12-15, for example. Based on this teaching of Wittweret al., it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide for the crosslinking of the 
natural polymers of Shimizu et al. in order to provide a stable molded article. 

Wittwer et al. teach the use of a softener or plasticizer, as in claims 52-54, at 
column 13, lines 48-55. Use of other additives, as in claims 55-58, 80-83 and 85-90, is 
well known and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to 
refine product properties, as would order of mass injection, as in claims 59-66. It is 
submitted that injection molding inherently provides compression, as in claim 84. 
Providing a coating, as in claims 67-78, is also well known and would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide protection for the molded article, as 
is the forming of a hinge, as in claim 79, in order to form a fast food container. 

4. Applicant's arguments filed November 6, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments are considered to be moot by the 
examiner based on the revised grounds of rejection introduced in this Office action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 76. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,002 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1732 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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